OLD LOVE STORIES RETOLD

poet merely misinterpret according to his hopes an
act of conventional graciousness ?

It is to be feared that he did. But, be that
as it may, that " most sweet salutation " sufficed
so to fan the flame of love in the poet's heart that
he grew thin and pale from very lovesickness,
so that his friends began to wonder at him and
make guesses at the lady. Dante, perceiving
this, and seeing that he must protect Beatrice
from any breath of gossip, conceived the plan
of making another lady the screen for his love.
It chanced that, one day Dante being in the
same church with Beatrice, a lady sat in a direct
line between Beatrice and himself, and, as she
looked round at him several times, and his eyes,
in reality burning upon Beatrice, might well
seem to be answering hers, the gossips concluded
that she it was who had brought him to such a
pass of love. Becoming aware of the mistake,
Dante saw in it the needed means of shielding
Beatrice, and he diligently set about confirming
the gossips in their error by writing poems which
seemed to point to the other lady, but were in
reality inspired by Beatrice. At this time, he
tells us, he made a list in the form of a " sirvente "
of the names of the sixty most beautiful women
in Florence, and he bids us take note of a strange
thing: " that having written the list, I found
my lady's name would not stand otherwise than
ninth in order among the names of these ladies !"
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